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Dear Friends of Junior Achievement,
The 2019-2020 year began with great promise for JA of the Michigan Great Lakes with our highest-ever fall student count in our region. 
However because of Covid-19, we had to quickly and dramatically abandon what was familiar to us, including our JA norms and procedures, 
and adapt so that our area students could continue to thrive. While this has been a challenging year for all, we chose to focus on the 
opportunities. This document serves as a celebration of the highlights from this past year! It is a celebration of our JA staff, our volunteers, our 
schools, our teachers and most importantly our students.

In the first weeks of the pandemic and school buildings being physically closed, we immediately pivoted with the sole goal of continuing to 
impact our students. We were nimble, flexible and helpful to teachers providing JA content in any way that they were able to implement. We 
reached students at home through JA program videos, and through teachers who were willing to deliver these programs via remote portals. 
In areas that struggled with connectivity as part of the digital divide, we created and distributed physical packets of JA materials that students 
could do from home.

Our volunteers also stepped up to continue to make a difference in our students’ lives. And from their concern came the JA Career Speaker 
Series, an online tool for middle and high school students on which they can learn about Michigan careers and Career Pathways. Bringing 
these types of tools and resources to students allows them to shift their focus from today’s worries and continue to dream about a bright future.

Finally, the biggest transformation for our organization, is the continued pursuit of our new JA Free Enterprise Center. On April 1st, we purchased the former Integrated 
Architecture facility on 4090 Lake Drive (off of East Paris Avenue.) Thereafter we began formalizing the design of this experiential learning center with the groundbreaking 
occurring on September 30, 2020. The “Building Futures Inspiring Dreams Campaign” continued to progress through Covid and we are currently over 79% of our 
fundraising goal of $12.95 million. Construction progress is visible to the community and is continuing despite the year’s challenges. It is exciting to see it take shape 
with each passing month and we can’t wait to share these new and impactful experiences with our area students.

Thank you for your interest in Junior Achievement and all that we do for area students. We hope that you will join us in celebration of our many accomplishments this 
year!
	 Respectfully,

LETTER FROM LEADERSHIP

William C. Coderre, III, CRFE
President & CEO
Junior Achievement of the Michigan Great Lakes

1

William B. Kessel
Chairperson of the Board
President & CEO, Independent Bank
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JA IMPACT

53,000
participating 

students
7,878

students
using new online 

programming

450
rural students 
impacted with 

printed JA 
materials 50

counties 
served
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Total JAMGL area
Headquartered in 
Grand Rapids, MI

Junior Achievement of the Michigan Great Lakes Offices

Junior Achievement of the Michigan Great Lakes
741 Kenmoor SE, Suite C, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
4090 Lake Drive SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Junior Achievement of Southwest Michigan
2775 W. Dickman Rd., Suite C, Battle Creek, MI 49037

Junior Achievement of Mid Michigan
600 West St. Joseph, Suite 2G, Lansing, MI 48933

Junior Achievement of Northwest Michigan
PO Box 1928, Traverse City, MI 49684

Junior Achievement of Northern Michigan
PO Box 582, Petoskey, MI 49770
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4-in-5 of JA Alumni report Junior 
Achievement played an important role in 
their belief they could achieve their goals.

53% of JA Alumni report having 
started or owned a business.

26% of JA Alumni businesses employ 
more than 100 people (compared to 1.7% 
of U.S. small businesses).

JA IMPACT 3
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FINANCIALS 4

2019 - 2020 REVENUE 2019 - 2020 EXPENSES

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE
CONTRIBUTIONS				    $847,664
SPECIAL EVENTS NET			   $570,631
IN-KIND					     $86,884
MISC					     $75,945

SUBTOTAL REVENUE			   $1,581,124

BUILDING FUTURES INSPIRING
  DREAMS CAMPAIGN - RESTRICTED		  $3,180,571
LOSS ON SALE OF ASSETS			           --

INVESTMENT INCOME			   $94,959
UNREALIZED GAIN (LOSS)			   $110,893

TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE	 $4,745,761

EXPENSES
PROGRAM SERVICES			   $1,719,993
PROGRAM LICENSES			            --

TOTAL PROGRAM				    $1,719,993

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE		  $194,488
GENERAL FUNDRAISING			   $138,570
BUILDING FUTURES INSPIRING
  DREAMS CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISING		  $20,791

TOTAL EXPENSES				    $2,073,842
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THE CHANGE MAKERS
JA OF THE MICHIGAN
GREAT LAKES
Executive Committee

Chairperson JAMGL
William Kessel
President & CEO, Independent Bank

Immediate Past Chairperson

& Corp. Secretary

Joe Tomaszewski
Partner, Crowe, LLP

Vice Chair - FEC
Robert Worthington
Chief Operating Officer,
Mercantile Bank

Vice Chair - FE Golf
Lance Erickson
SVP, Fifth Third Bank

Vice Chair - Board Development
James Nicholson
SVP - CFO, BISSELL

Vice Chair - Volunteers
Scott Fiser
SVP, Global Banking Communications,
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Vice Chair - Finance
Sarah Mezwicki
Partner, Ernst & Young LLP

Vice Chair - Business Hall of Fame
Robin Kleinjans-McKee
VP of Finance & Operations, OST

Vice Chair - Titan Business Challenge
Kevin Patterson
Audit Partner, BDO USA, LLP

Vice Chair - Bowling - Scavenger Hunt
John Maynard
Partner, KPMG US LLP

Vice Chair - Marketing
Marti Lolli
Chief Marketing Officer,
Priority Health

Chairperson JAMM
Lea Ammerman
Chief Operating Officer, MSUFCU

Chairperson JASWM
Jodi Havera
Chief Operating Officer, MSUFCU

At Large Member
Mike Volk
Executive VP for Finance/CFO
& Treasurer, Davenport University

At Large Member
Noble Billingsley
Manager, Customer Service,
DTE Energy

President & CEO
William Coderre, iii, crfe
JA of the MI Great Lakes, Inc.

Kim Baber
Partner/Attorney, Varnum LLP
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James Bos
VP of Procurement,YanFeng Automotive

Jennifer Bowman
Deputy Director of Federal Affairs, MI
Dept. of Talent & Economic Development

Meredith Brown
Owner & President, Kilwins Petoskey

Steve Carlson
Retired from GE Aviation

Rhonda DeBoer
Human Resources director, Autocam Corp.

Krista Flynn
Regional President - West Chemical Bank

Ron Foor
Community President/Commercial Relationship 
Manager, Fifth Third Bank

Scott Harris
VP, Senior Commercial Relationship
Manger, The Huntington National Bank

Jeff Harrison
Vice President, North American Business 
Groups, Haworth, Inc.

Kris Kurtz
CFO, Metro Health University of Michigan 
Health

Monica King
Managing Partner & CEO, DWH
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THE CHANGE MAKERS 6

Mark Lardieri
President, CQL Inc.

Zachary Littleton
Vice President,
JP Morgan Chase Bank

Chris Milliron
Chief Lending Officer,
TBA Credit Union

Ronald Modreski
Owner, RAM Management Group 

Gregg Peters
Corporate Controller,
Sound Off Signal

Gwen Sandefur
CEO/Founder, Loud Minds

David Seppala
Division President, Isabella Bank

Matthew Smith
Managing Director, Deloitte Tax LLP

Rich Sorota
Executive VP & President, Consumers
Self-Care Americas for Perrigo

Martin Stein
Managing Director, Blackford Capital

Mike Stornant
CFO, Sr. VP & Treasurer,
Wolverine Worldwide, Inc.

Chairperson ALB
Victor Sturgis
Tax Manager, Crowe Haworth, LLP

Tim Williams
Community Leader
(Retired Stryker/Vice President)

JA OF SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN
Executive Committee

Chairperson JASWM
Girls Dream Fair Chair

Jodi Havera
CFO, Landscape Forms Inc.

Vice Chair – Incoming Chair

Ron Foor
Community President/Commercial

Relationship Manager, Fifth Third Bank

At Large Member

Tim Williams
Community Leader 
(Retired Stryker/Vice President)

President & CEO
William Coderre, iii, crfe
JA of the MI Great Lakes, Inc.

Nick Carbary

Daniel Doerr

Jeff Hoerle

Jason Howard

Brandt Iden

Kristi Kelly

Wesley Lentz

Johanna Nabozny

Kolby Smith

Nicholas Spigiel

Nancy Turtle

JA OF MID MICHIGAN
Executive Committee
Chairperson JAMM
Lea Ammerman
Chief Operating Officer, MSUFCU

Vice Chair - Volunteers
Craig Bull
VP Commercial Banking,
Independent Bank - East Lansing

President & CEO
William Coderre, iii, crfe
JA of the MI Great Lakes, Inc.

Member at  Large
Terri Lentz
Community Leader

Vice Chair - Board Development
Vice Chair - Capital City Golf
Steve Opper
Partner/VP New Business Development, 
Wieland

Vice Chair, JA Girls Dream Fair
Trisha Warner
VP, Treasury Department Manager, 
Commercial Bank

Jennifer Bowman

Ilene Cantor

Michael Debri

Tony Dowling

Aaron Fuller

Karl Griffin

Robyn Heron

John McGraw

Amy McNamara

Luan Nguyen

Mike Pike

Jessica Smeak

Brycen Sorber
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7THE CHANGE MAKERS
JA OF NORTHWEST MICHIGAN
Executive Committee
Chairperson JANWM
Chris Milliron
CFO, TBA Credit Union

Chris Lambert
General Manager, Northern
Title Agency, Inc.

Janie McNabb
McNabb Insight Solutions

Dan Baker

Deb Ballard

Steve Bulger

Nick Jacqumain

Rick Summers

JA OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN

Chairperson JANM
Meredith Brown
Owner & President, Kilwins Petoskey

Sarah Bek

Douglas Brown

Suzanne Coveyou

Joseph Daly

Michelle Harrington

Denise Petoskey

Lynde Richards

Chrissie Woodbury

EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL

David Faber
Superintendent of Catholic Schools,
Diocese of Grand Rapids

John Helmholdt
Executive Director of Communications

& External Affairs, GRPS

MONTCALM COUNTY
ADVISORY BOARD
Chairperson MC
David Seppala
Division President, Isabella Bank

Michelle Blaszczynski

Amy Homich

Joe Howard

Barb Kain

Jessica Korson

Jayme Kosal

Michael Leiter

Andrea Leslie

Collin McLean

Carrie Muterspaugh

Mary Peterson

Rob Russell

Melissa Summers

MaryBeth Taylor

Kathy Jo Vanderlaan

Ryan Wilson

Stacy Young

NEWAYGO COUNTY
ADVISORY BOARD

Matt Berger 
Julie Burrell

Rhonda Butler

Martin Gilmore

Liz Mansfield

Carrie Muterspaugh

Melissa Summers

Dan Wheat

ALLEGAN COUNTY
ADVISORY BOARD

William Brown

Penny Bursma

Diane Holmquist

Gregory King

Erin Kozminske

Tracy Nowaczyk

Tim Perrigo

Steve Ramus

Melissa Summers

Alicia VanNocker

ASSOCIATE LEADERSHIP BOARD
Chairperson ALB
Victor Sturgis
Tax Manager, Crowe Haworth, LLP

Jay Begrow, Custer

Jeremy Cosby, DWH
Morgan Dailey, Kent ISD
Ron Erway, Marsh & McLennan

Nicholas Espinoza, Merrill Lynch

Brianne Frucci-Tucker, Farmers Insurance

De Andre’ Harris, Warner Norcross + 
Judd

Brad Lundvick, GRPS
Heather De La Luz, BDO
Katrina Mahmoud, Junior Achievement

Christine Stevens, TCF Bank

Vincent Sturgis, GRPS
Missy Summers, Junior Achievement

Martin Veliz, Huntington Bank

Russ Waligorski, MSUFCU
Zach Wiersma, Charter Capital
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BUILDING FUTURES...INSPIRING DREAMS UPDATE

QUICK FACTS
•	 Over 20,000 

students and adults 
expected to visit 
annually.

•	 Broke ground on 
September 30, 
2020.

•	 $10.27 M of $12.95 
M raised of blended 
campaign 02/2021.

The 35,000-square-foot Junior Achievement 
Free Enterprise Center at 4090 Lake Drive SE, 
Grand Rapids, will serve both as the regional staff 
headquarters and will house three experiential labs 
for students across West Michigan: Fox Family JA 
BizTown, Karl & Susan Hascall JA Finance Park, and 
the Haworth JA Entrepreneurship Incubator.

The Fox Family JA BizTown experience starts with 
12 classroom learning sessions for fifth and sixth 
graders. Students learn how the economy operates 
and how to interview for jobs. They then step into 
their roles as employees, citizens and consumers 
during a full-day simulation at the JA Free Enterprise 
Center.

Karl & Susan Hascall JA Finance Park teaches 
financial independence skills to 8th through 12th 

grade students. Students spend 12 classroom 
sessions preparing for the experience. Their day at 
JA Finance Park involves an assigned career and 
family scenario, providing students the opportunity to 
create and follow a personal family budget.

The JA Free Enterprise Center also will be the home 
of the new Haworth JA Entrepreneurship Incubator 
afterschool program, where business leaders will 
mentor high school students. Students will develop 
a business plan and execute it. They will learn the 
critical components of running a successful business, 
including financing, sales, business operations, 
marketing, customer service and more.

Erhardt Construction is the general contractor for 
this project, Integrated Architecture is providing 
architectural services, and Kennari Consulting is 
advising the fundraising component.
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*The Building 
Futures...Inspiring 
Dreams Campaign 
donors can be seen 
using the QR code.
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2019 - 2020 CONTRIBUTORS*

$50,000+
DTE & DTE Energy Foundation

Meijer Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank

$20,000 - $49,999
Achievement Foundation
Auto-Owners Insurance

BDO USA, LLP
BISSELL Homecare, Inc.

Crowe LLP and Crowe Foundation
EQI  

Fremont Area Community Foundation  
Grand Rapids Public Library

Greenville Area Community Foundation  
Huntington Bank  
Independent Bank

Irving S. Gilmore Foundation
Jackson National and Foundation

Jandernoa Foundation
JP Morgan Chase Bank and Foundation

Mercantile Bank of Michigan
Perrigo Company Foundation

Priority Health
R.L. Adams Plastics, Inc.

Spectrum Health  
TCF Bank

Midge Verplank
Wolverine Worldwide, Inc and Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999
Adams Outdoor Advertising

Adient Foundation
Bank of America and Charitable Foundation

Battle Creek Community Foundation
Betz Industries

Blackford Capital
Char-Em Intermediate School District

Wendell & Helen Christoff
Comerica Bank and Comerica Charitable Foundation

Casey Cowell
Delta Dental of Michigan

Doug & Maria DeVos Foundation
DWH

Eaton Aerospace
Daniel Farley

Feldpausch Foundation
Edward J. Frey JA Fund at GRCF

Granger Foundation
Susan Hascall

Haworth College of Business - WMU
Joe D. Pentecost Foundation

John & Rosemary Brown Family Foundation
John & Nancy Kennedy

Lacks Enterprises

Michigan State University Federal Credit Union
Scott Pranger

United Way of Northwest Michigan
Varnum LLP

Gary & Vickie Verplank Memorial Fund

$5,000 - $9,999
AF Group

Amway Corporation
Dick & Linda Antonini

Kim Baber
Bank of America Corporation

Bluewater Technologies
Bouma Corporation

Connan Inc.
Daily Deals Food Outlet

Davenport University
Economic Club of Grand Rapids

Erhardt Construction
Ernst & Young LLP

Fifth Third Bank
Flagstar Bank Foundation

Gentex Corporation
Jim Gilmore, Jr. Foundation

Jodi & Doug Havera
Haworth, Inc.

Howard Miller Company
J.C. & Tammy Huizenga

9



JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF THE MICHIGAN GREAT LAKES | WWW.WESTMICHIGAN.JA.ORG | 2019-2020 ANNUAL REPORT

2019 - 2020 CONTRIBUTORS* 10

Kraig & Mary Klynstra
KPMG LLP

Landscape Forms, Inc.
Wesley & Robin Lentz

Lion Rock Charitable Trust
Jamie Mills

Rachel Mraz
Peter C. & Emajean Cook Foundation

Pioneer Construction
Rapidparts, Inc.

Ranir Corporation
RDV Corporation
Greenleaf Trust

Rockford Construction Co., Inc.
State Farm Insurance
Stryker Corporation

Suburban Inns
Ten Talents Foundation

The Les and Anne Biederman Foundation, Inc.
The Wiser Financial Group

United Bank of Michigan
West Michigan Edward Jones Foundation

Don Wood Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999
Aon PLC

AT&T
Autocam Corporation

Battle Creek Chapter of Credit Unions
Battle Creek Unlimited
Matt & Kristy Becker

Buist Electric
Cherette Group

William & Cheryl Coderre
Michael & Sherryl Despres

Daniel & Carie Doerr
Dorothy U. Dalton Foundation

Eaton Cummins Automated Trans. Technologies
Enbridge

Geerlings Development Company
Gerber Foundation

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Greenville Tool & Die

Harvest Creative Services
Herman Miller Cares
Humphrey Products

Integrated Architecture
Isabella Bank & Trust

Robin & Jeff Kleinjans-McKee
Lakeview Area Community Fund

Marti & Derik Lolli
Lowell Area Community Fund

Macatawa Bank
Magna Mirrors of America

Michigan Credit Union League
Miller Foundation

Nederveld Associates Surveying
Old National Bank

OMNI Community Credit Union
Otsego County Community Foundation

Plante Moran
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 333

Post
Gwen Sandefur

Matthew & Julie Smith
Sparta Community Foundation

Stryker Instruments
Surus LLC

Suzanne Upjohn DeLano Parish Foundation
The Peterson Company
Traverse Bay Area ISD
West Michigan Works!

Timothy & Tonia Williams
Wyoming Community Foundation

THANK YOU!
Use the QR code to 
view the entire list of 
2019 - 2020 donors in 
the extended version 
of our Annual Report!

*Contributions reported include operating cash and in-kind gifts.
Building Futures...Inspiring Dreams Campaign donors can be 
seen using the QR code on page 8.
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THE 2019-2020 GIVING CHAMPIONS

Thank you for believing in providing Work Readiness, Entrepreneurship, & Financial Literacy for kids!


